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Sick K|dsl tower to make research more vmble s |

Modem 21—storey structure featunng glass atna cennectmg mu\ttple ﬂoors breaks ground today

The newest face in Toronto’s
Discovery District — and, if its
architects have their way, the

future of medical researchiih - | 5

Canada - is tall. And curvy.
It's punctuated by bulbous
glass protrusions and stair-
ways that snake their way
around the outside of one of "
the country’s tallest medical
research facilities. ',

Forget light- deprlved éden- : ', "E3

tists holed up in laboratory -

cubicles. The 21-storey Hospi-

;talforS!ckchﬂdrensresearch
tower, which breaks ground

-today and is slated for comp-f n

“letion in 2013, is planned
“around the idea of high-rise .
‘neighbourhoods - glass atria

' connecting multiple floors and -

-inviting the curious to takea | -~

‘peek. A mass of glass (ther-
-mally sound, designers hasten -
‘to add) will put the thousands

‘of researchers working in the f’ i

buﬂding on display, open-con

| cept designs for labs and .
‘meeting rooms aim to demys-
_tify the work going on inside.

_Vertically oriented medical
r&;ea:ch facilities are rare in .

' Caad, although !hey're be-

coming increasingly common,

. | especially in the United States,ﬂ
© | as institutions try to make the

most of limited space. But

| sky-High laboratories don't al-
ways come with a good repu-

‘tation: They're notorious for

- | isolating researchers within
| their floors and discouraging
“.| interaction. . .
-} The challenge of squeezing
- Sick Kids’ 2,000

> | and clinicians onto a single
"I city block “was daunting,” - -
says architect Don Schmitt of i
.| of excellence and care.
within three or four days of
first working on the project,

ers -

Diamond + Schmitt, “but ...

the idea jelled around these -

vertical neighbourhoods.”
The idea is simple: Coax

people out of research shells -

! by creating common spaces B
‘linking different floors and re-

| search areas - “hanging gar-

_dens of interconnection

between floors,” ' Mr. Schmitt

' ~calls them '

The bubble-hke atria wﬂl
“push out from the building’s
wall, turning the building into .
a visually accessibie research .
-aquarium and glving passers- - |

by a glimpse into what’s going

.on,

. This plays into Sick Kids’

‘push to underscore the vitally
‘| important medical research

.| going on behind the scenes,
_said president and CEOQ Mary

JoHaddad. -
“One of the biggest challeng—

es is that people don't often

understand the underpinning
..This'll put a public face tb

: research”
. Jean Mah, a’ hospital design
- | expert with firm Perkins +
- Will, says vertically oriented

| research facilities are becom-
ing more common: Space is at -
| a premium, facilities get older
| and erganizations expand. But
-1 even in the U.S., résearch sky-
I’ scrapers gverage 160 1o 20 sto-
reys; only in hyper-dense New

- York do they get-much taller.
- The challenge, she said, is to
- bring the outdoors into a glass
research lab'in the sky.

-{ tion, temperature and lighting.
‘signed the tower with-that in

flect unwanted solar rays and

- the heatcreated by a building
“full of people and machines,:

These buildings are also no-
torious energy hogs: Whereas
the average office tower will
operate for about 1o hoursa |
day, five days a week, many of |
these labs are in use far longer |
and are more demanding
when it comes to-air dreula-

But Mr. Schmitt’s team de-

mind, he says, trying to make
the building as energy-effi--
cient as possible, I an at-
tempt to achieve a LEED gold
certification, they added ma-
terlal to the glass to help de-

installed a system to harness

“If this is a success, it rea&y {

| is a kind of model for how.
_you can make a great mteﬁec-
tual environment,” he say&




