
 
Five years at a glance 

 
 
Here are the milestones SickKids Foundation has achieved over the past five years 
(2004/05 to 2008/09) thanks to the support of our donors: 
 

• SickKids Foundation reaches target of $500 million, 20 months ahead of 
schedule 

• $5.7 million in clinical and research equipment purchased including everything 
from a $300 rocking chair for the hospital’s burns unit to a $900,000 PET 
Machine used in detecting cancer. Here is small sample of the equipment 
SickKids Foundation has helped purchase over the past five years: 

 Berlin Heart System  
 Echo machine 
 Anesthesia equipment 
 $900,0000 towards a PET machine  
 Echocardiograms 
 Ophthalmology research equipment 
 Two air treatment systems for the Emergency Department 
 Pain pumps for Haematology/oncology 
 Neurosurgery microsurgical instruments 
 Cardiac ECMO Perfusion  
 Over-bed warmers  
 Stethoscopes 
 Incubators 
 Ventilators 
 Thermometers 
 Endoscope for assessment of cleft patients 
 Parent sleep chair for use in an in-patient room with no parent bed 
 Anesthesia simulator 
 Optical forceps 
 Cardiac defibrillators 
 Oscillating ventilator for neonatology 
 Rocking chair for the burns unit 
 Research equipment necessary to study Stem Cell colla 

 
• In the past five years, an investment in highest priority needs at SickKids has 

helped fund a number of critical initiatives (note: this is just a small sample of 
what has been funded with donor dollars): 

• Emergency Department Renovation  
• Operating Suites redevelopment including the construction of a 

new OR suite 
• Simulation Centre in the Learning Institute 
• Echocardiogram, a test where ultrasound is used to examine the 

heart  
• Incubators for the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

 
• The creation of a Paediatric Academic Multi-Organ Transplant 

(PAMOT) step-down unit, a recovery area within the hospital for 
patients who have just received a transplant 

• Stroke research  



• Patient amenities assistance, helping SickKids patients and their 
families with expenses not covered by insurance including 
parking, an overnight stay or essential drugs 

• Portable Echo machines 
• Transonic Flow 
• IGT Clinic Ultrasound 
• Beds and stretchers  
• DNA Engine 
• Centrifuge 

 
• HealthyKids International was established to address children’s health-care 

needs on a global level 
• Through our national initiatives $17.7 million has been invested across Canada in 

the past five years including grants to researchers at a critical early stage in their 
careers and addressing areas where there are gaps in knowledge 

• $8.5 million has gone towards fellowships, research chairs, clinical students, 
bursaries and training as we continue to try to attract the brightest health-care 
professional from around the world 

• $5.2 million helped fund Safe Kids Canada, the national injury prevention 
program of SickKids  

• $4.6 million contributed to the international patient program at SickKids, allowing 
SickKids to treat patients from around the world who otherwise wouldn’t have 
access to this level of care 

• $35 million went towards keeping our SickKids researchers in spaces necessary 
for their work in stem cells, cancer, diabetes and autism 

 
 
Fundraising highlights from 2004 to 2009: 
 
• Our Miracle Club Members who donate on average $18/month, generated $88 

million of unrestricted funding – proving they are the backbone of SickKids 
Foundation. 

 
• More than 4,000 events were held ranging from lemonade stands to galas, 

raising a total of $49 million, reflecting the overwhelming support and generosity 
of the community. 

 
• SickKids Foundation has partnerships with some of the top corporations in 

Canada.  These relationships – developed philanthropically, through marketing 
initiatives or through membership in the Children’s Miracle Network – raised $77 
million for The Hospital for Sick Children.  

 
 
• SickKids Foundation announced a $2 million gift from Gerald Schwartz and 

Heather Reisman to establish the Schwartz-Reisman SickKids Exchange 
Program with Israel expanding the opportunity for paediatric specialists from 
Israel to train at SickKids. 

 
• Newly renovated Plastic Surgery Clinic opens at SickKids thanks to a $500,000 

gift from KRG’s Children’s Charitable Foundation. The modernized clinic 



provides a more welcoming environment for patients treated by the Burns, 
Plastics and Craniofacial programs. 
 

• The newly renovated Marnie’s Rainbow Lounge opened. The new space 
offers patients a place where they can just be kids through new 
computers, music players, movies, a full-size pool table and a new 
kitchen. Mattamy Homes Limited donated $390,000 for the space.  

 
• Arthur and Sonia Labatt donated an historic $30 million to SickKids to establish 

The Labatt Family Heart Centre providing a world-class facility and care to 
children with congenital heart disease; $5 million from this gift supported the 
Arthur and Sonia Labatt Brain Tumor Research Centre.  

 
• Dr. Andrew Redington was named the BMO Financial Group Chair in Cardiology. 

The $2 million gift from BMO Financial Group supports the research of current 
and future heads of the Division of Cardiology at SickKids. 

 
• SickKids opened a state-of-the-art cardiac diagnostic and interventional unit 

(CDIU) thanks in large part to a $3 million gift from Mitchell Goldhar. The Mitchell 
Goldhar CDIU has enabled Canada’s largest paediatric interventional 
catheterization program to develop new innovations in minimally invasive 
alternatives to open-heart surgery. Other major donors to the unit with gifts of 
more than $1 million or more included: Gary Slaight and Standard Broadcasting 
Corporation and their listeners, Ruth and Douglas Grant, David and Judy 
Galloway, Jennifer Ivey Bannock and the Richard Ivey Foundation.  

 
• SickKids opens a new Hollywood theatre thanks to the overwhelming support of 

Barry Avrich and the Toronto film community. A much-needed escape for 
hospitalized children, the 230-seat theatre creates an industry standard movie 
experience for patients and families.  

 
• In June 2008, John and Mirna Daniels donated an additional $250,000 and the 

theatre was renamed the John and Mirna Daniels Hollywood Theatre. 
 

• Mental health research and outreach received a much-needed boost from the 
RBC Foundation. A $2 million gift  provided seed funding for new research into 
paediatric mental health as well as training opportunities in clinical research 
through fellowships. 

 
• Friends of hockey legend Tie Domi showed their support by donating more than 

$1 million in his name to fund a major renovation of the rehabilitation department 
at SickKids. ‘The Friends of Tie Domi Rehabiliation Clinic’ opened in May 2009. 

 
• The efforts of the Birrell family to find a cure for neuroblastoma were recognized 

with the naming of a cancer research lab in their son’s honour. ‘The James Birrell 
Laboratories’ at SickKids Research Institute reflects the impact of a young boy 
who inspired a community to donate more than $2 million to find a cure for 
cancer. 

 
• More than 200 children are celebrated at the Kids Believe in SickKids Gala each 

year. These young heroes are responsible for raising more than $150,000 every 



year, some collecting donations for SickKids in lieu of birthday or bar mitzvah 
gifts. 

 
• Dr. Agnes Wong was announced as the inaugural recipient of the John and 

Melinda Thompson Chair in Vision Neuroscience based on a $2 million gift from 
the Thompson family. 

 
• The Ho Family donated $2 million to SickKids to further research into 

autoimmune diseases. Dr. Earl Silverman is the inaugural recipient of the Ho 
Family Chair in Autoimmune Diseases. 

 
• Mattamy Homes Limited donated $500,000 to pain management research and 

education at SickKids.  
 

• Ferrari reaffirmed its commitment to SickKids by making a transformational gift of 
$1 million to the Operating Suites Redevelopment Project. 

 
 


