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and future, her family attributed her 
symptoms to the stress of newcomer 
life. When her illness persisted, her 
parents took her to SickKids, where 
they received the devastating news that 
Ruby had cancer. 

For the next 15 months, the SickKids 
oncology unit became the family’s sec-
ond home. The side effects of Ruby’s 
treatment meant that her parents could 
not leave her bedside, and so were un-
able to find work and become estab-
lished in the community. As a result, 
the family’s financial resources were 
exhausted, adding to the grief Ruby’s 
parents were experiencing as their 
daughter’s condition grew worse.

Ruby passed away at the age of 17. As-
sistance from the Unforgettables Fund 
allowed her parents to plan a small, 
meaningful, and dignified funeral for 
their beloved daughter.

Thank You 

Your generosity provides great comfort 
to families at the time of their greatest 
need. Thank you for your commitment.

SickKids fights its hardest for 
every patient. Sometimes, for the 
sickest children, that means ensuring 
their families are able to commemorate 
their lives after they die.

Funded primarily through the support 
of the OACFP, the Unforgettables Fund 
helps families in need with expenses 
related to a child’s funeral, burial, and 
memorial stones. It ensures that no 
SickKids family must miss the opportu-
nity to honour their child’s life in a way 
that is meaningful to them.

Last year, your generous gift helped 
provide 17 families with more than 
$22,000 to assist with funeral and 
burial expenses at a time when they 
needed help the most. More than that, 
it enabled them to cope with their loss 
by celebrating their child’s life and en-
suring that they will never be forgotten. 

Meet Ruby 

Ruby, 16, had just arrived in Canada 
from Pakistan with her family when she 
started to feel unwell. Although she was 
excited about her new school, friends, 
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At right: a member of the SickKids 
Paediatric Advanced Care Team 
(PACT) creates a mold of a terminally 
ill child’s hand


